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Praying Mantis Vishwanath Birje

Most mantises stalk tempting prey if it strays close enough, and will go further when they are especially hungry. Once within reach, 
mantises strike rapidly to grasp the prey with their spiked raptorial forelegs.

 Some ground and bark species pursue their prey in a more active way. 
For example, members of a few genera such as the ground mantises, Entella, Ligaria, and Ligariella run over dry ground seeking prey

Black-headed Gull Vilas More

The black-headed Gull  (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) is a small gull that breeds in much of Europe and Asia, and also in coastal eastern 
Canada. Most of the population is migratory and winters further south, but some birds reside in the milder westernmost areas of Europe. 

Some black-headed gulls also spend the winter in northeastern North America, where it was formerly known as the common black-headed 
gull. As is the case with many gulls, it was previously placed in the genus Larus.

Orange Minivet Shashank Phadke

The orange minivet (Pericrocotus flammeus) is a species of bird in the cuckooshrike family, Campephagidae.
It is found in Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, 

Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam.
Its natural habitats are temperate forests, subtropical or tropical moist lowland forest, and subtropical or tropical 

moist montane forest.  It was formerly considered a subspecies of the scarlet minivet.

African Lioness Carrying 
Her Cub Saleel Gharpure

Lionesses give birth to a litter of between one and four cubs in a secluded den,  which may be a thicket, a reed-bed, a 
cave, or some other sheltered area, usually away from the pride. She will often hunt alone while the cubs are still 

helpless, staying relatively close to the den. Lion cubs are born blind – their eyes open around seven days after birth. 
They weigh 1.2–2.1 kg (2.6–4.6 lb) at birth and are almost helpless, beginning to crawl a day or two after birth and 

walking around three weeks of age. To avoid a buildup of scent attracting the attention of predators, the lioness 
moves her cubs to a new den site several times a month, carrying them one-by-one by the nape of the neck.
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The Indian muntjac 
(Barking Deer) Amit S Panchal

The Indian muntjac (Muntiacus muntjak), also called the southern red muntjac and barking deer, is a deer species 
native to South and Southeast Asia. This muntjac has soft, short, brownish or greyish hair, sometimes with creamy 

markings. It is among the smallest deer species. It is an omnivore and eats grass, fruit, shoots, seeds, bird eggs, and 
small animals, and occasionally scavenges on carrion. Its calls sound like barking, often when frightened by a 

predator, hence the common name "barking deer". Males have canines, short antlers that usually branch just once 
near the base, and a large postorbital scent gland used to mark territories.

Bengal Tiger Rozar Rangary 

The Bengal tiger (Panthera tigris tigris) is a tiger subspecies native to the Indian subcontinent. As per as 2019 tiger 
census, there are 2967 tigers in the wild & is considered as 'Endangered'. It ranks among the biggest wild cats alive 
today. The generally stay solo except during mating period. It is a carnivore and the apex predator of the Indian 

Jungles. They can climb trees and are the best swimmers in the cat family. They have the largest canines among all 
the big cats 

African Leopard Vijay Mandve

The African leopards inhabited a wide range of habitats within Africa, from mountainous forests to grasslands and 
savannahs,

 excluding only extremely sandy desert. It is most at risk in areas of 
semi-desert, where scarce resources often result in conflict with 

nomadic farmers and their livestock.
It used to occur in most of sub-Saharan Africa, occupying both rainforest and arid desert habitats.

Grasshopper Anindita Muhuri

Grasshoppers are a group of insects belonging to the suborder Caelifera. They are among what is probably the most 
ancient living group of chewing herbivorous insects, dating back to the early Triassic around 250 million years ago. 
Grasshoppers are typically ground-dwelling insects with powerful hind legs which allow them to escape from threats 

by leaping vigorously. As hemimetabolous insects, they do not undergo complete metamorphosis; they hatch from an 
egg into a nymph or "hopper" which undergoes five moults, becoming more similar to the adult insect at each 

developmental stage. At high population densities and under certain environmental conditions, some grasshopper 
species can change color and behavior and form swarms. Under these circumstances, they are known as locusts.

Grasshoppers are plant-eaters, with a few species at times becoming serious pests of cereals, vegetables and pasture, 
especially when they swarm in their millions as locusts and destroy crops over wide areas. They protect themselves 

from predators by camouflage; when detected, many species attempt to startle the predator with a brilliantly-
coloured wing-flash while jumping and (if adult) launching themselves into the air, usually flying for only a short 

distance.
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The greater one-horned 
Rhino Saleel Gharpure

The greater one-horned rhino (or “Indian rhino”) is the second largest of the rhino species. Once widespread across 
the entire northern part of the Indian sub-continent, rhino populations plummeted as they were hunted for sport or 

killed as agricultural pests. This pushed the species very close to extinction and by the start of the 20th century, 
around 200 wild greater one-horned rhinos remained. The greater one-horned rhino is identified by a single black 

horn about 8-25 inches long and a grey-brown hide with skin folds, which gives it an armor-plated appearance. The 
species is solitary, except when adult males or rhinos nearing adulthood gather at wallows or to graze. Males have 

loosely defined home ranges that are not well defended and often overlap. They primarily graze, with a diet consisting 
almost entirely of grasses as well as leaves, branches of shrubs and trees, fruit, and aquatic plants.

Fire Ant Lucky Jaiswal
Fire ant is the common name for several species of ants in the genus Solenopsis. They are, however, only a minority in the genus, which 

includes over 200 species of Solenopsis worldwide. Solenopsis are stinging ants and most of their common names reflect this, for example, 
ginger ants and tropical fire ants. Many species also are called red ants because of their light brown color, though species of ants in many 

other genera are similarly named for similar reasons.

The Death Roll Kalyan Chakraborty

The Nile crocodile (Crocodylus niloticus) is a large crocodilian native to freshwater habitats in Africa, where it is present in 26 countries. 
Due to its widespread occurrence and stable population trend, it has been listed as Least Concern on the IUCN Red List since 1996. It is 
widely distributed throughout sub-Saharan Africa, occurring mostly in the central, eastern, and southern regions of the continent, and lives 

in different types of aquatic environments such as lakes, rivers, and marshlands.Although capable of living in saline environments, this 
species is rarely found in saltwater, but occasionally inhabits deltas and brackish lakes. 

Great White Pelican Paresh Sarode

The great white pelican is highly sociable and often forms large flocks. It is well adapted for aquatic life. The short 
strong legs and webbed feet propel it in water and aid a rather awkward takeoff from the water surface. In flight, it is 

an elegant soaring bird, with the head held close to and aligned with the body. Its flight consists of a few slow 
wingbeats followed by a glide. Once aloft, the long-winged pelicans are powerful fliers, however, and often travel in 

spectacular linear, circular, or V-formation groups. The great white pelican mainly eats fish. It leaves its roost to feed 
early in the morning and may fly over 100 km (62 mi) in search of food, as has been observed in Chad and in Mogode, 

Cameroon. It needs from 0.9 to 1.4 kg (2.0 to 3.1 lb) of fish every day,
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Kodaikanal Bush Frog Esmail Samiwala

Kodaikanal bush frog (Raorchestes dubois) is a species of frog in the family Rhacophoridae.
It is known from the southern Western Ghats, near Kodaikanal in Dindigul District in the state of Tamil Nadu in India.

Its habitats include roadside vegetation and gardens.The species is named in honour of Alain Dubois, a French 
herpetologist.

It is listed as Vulnerable in the IUCN red list

Lioness & Zebra Fetus Dilip Shah

he lion is a generalist hypercarnivore and is considered to be both an apex and keystone predator due to its wide prey spectrum. Its prey 
consists mainly of mammals – particularly ungulates –  weighing 190–550 kg (420–1,210 lb) with a preference for blue wildebeest, plains 

zebra, African buffalo, gemsbok and giraffe. Being such opportunistic creatures if they happen to make a kill of a pregnant animal they willl 
eat the fetus too

Short eared owl (Asio 
flammeus)

Gurunath 
Prabhudesai

Short-eared Owls are medium-sized owls with rounded heads. The "ears" mentioned in their name are difficult to see. 
The wings are broad and the tips are smoothly rounded. The tail is short.

The short-eared owl is found in open country and grasslands. The short-eared owl occurs on all continents except 
Antarctica and Australia; thus it has one of the most widespread distributions of any bird. A. flammeus breeds in 

Europe, Asia, North and South America, the Caribbean, Hawaii and the Galápagos Islands. It is partially migratory, 
moving south in winter from the northern parts of its range.

The individual seen here was photographed in the Little rann of kutchh, Gujarat, India, where they can be seen in 
considerable numbers during winter.

Indian Skimmer Rajesh mangal

Indian Skimmer,I have clicked this Picture at National Chambal Sanctuary. The Indian skimmer or Indian scissors-bill 
(Rynchops albicollis) is one of the three species that belong to the skimmer genus Rynchops in the family Laridae. 

They are somewhat tern-like but like other skimmers, have a short upper mandible and the longer lower mandible that 
is ploughed along the surface of water as the bird flies over the water to pick aquatic prey. It is found in southern 

Asia, where it is patchily distributed and declining in numbers. They are mainly found in rivers or estuaries. They are 
very brightly marked in black, white and orange, making them difficult to miss.
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Amboli Bush Frog 
(Pseudophilautus amboli) Ankur Moitra

It is a shrub frog species endemic to the Western Ghats, Maharashtra. It is a small frog, though it is medium-sized to 
large among its relatives. It is found in evergreen forest patches, although it is not known whether or not it occurs in 
primary evergreen forest. The major threat to the species is habitat loss and urbanization and tourism development. 

It is not known to occur in any protected areas, making habitat protection an priority.

Pride Of Lions and a 
African Cape Buffalo Nihar Gawand

The lion is a generalist hypercarnivore and is considered to be both an apex and keystone predator due to its wide 
prey spectrum. Its prey consists mainly of mammals – particularly ungulates –  weighing 190–550 kg (420–1,210 lb) with a 
preference for blue wildebeest, plains zebra, African buffalo, gemsbok and giraffe.Young lions first display stalking 

behaviour at around three months of 
age, although they do not participate in hunting until they are almost a

 year old and begin to hunt effectively when nearing the age of two 

Fantail Flycatcher Display Akshay Mokal

The white-spotted fantail or spot-breasted fantail (Rhipidura albogularis) is a small passerine bird. It is found in forest, 
scrub and cultivation in southern and central India. It has a dark fan-shaped tail, edged in white, and white 

supercilium and throat.The white-spotted fantail is insectivorous, and often fans its tail as it moves through the 
undergrowth. Not normally renowned as a songster, the male uses a fixed and unmistakable pattern of musical notes 

in its call.

This was shot at Sinhagad valley.

Emperor and it's empire Suraj Nikte

The red-necked falcon is a bird of prey found in India and Africa. This is medium-sized falcon having bluish grey wings 
and upper body, a chestnut red cap with short chin straps passing through the eye. Conservation status for the bird 

is 'near threatened' and the population is decreasing. 

This Photograph is taken near Pune. We were in search of other birds to photograph and suddenly realised that the 
activity of small birds is stopped. Walking down few meters we saw the falcon in flight and then it landed on his 

Throne to give us a pose!
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Feral Dogs  & Otters Ashit Choudhary

Feral Dogs are threat largely ignored by people as they are domesticated dogs that roam on the outskirts of forests. Increasing numbers of these free-ranging dogs have become a threat to the snow
 leopard and young brown bears on the Tibetan Plateau because dog packs 

chase these animals away from food. Free-ranging dogs are often vectors of diseases such as rabies and canine distemper, which can jump into species such as African wild dogs, wolves, lions and tigers. In addition, they can interbreed with other members of the genus Canis such as the Ethiopian wolf and the dingo, raising genetic purity concerns.They can also attack and kill or harras smaller carnivores like the smooth coated otters pictured here

Great Egret Hira Punjabi

The great egret feeds in shallow water or drier habitats, feeding mainly on fish, frogs, small mammals, and occasionally small reptiles and insects,
 spearing them with its long, sharp bill most of the time by standing 
still and allowing the prey to come within its striking distance of its 
bill, which it uses as a spear. It often waits motionless for prey, or 

slowly stalks its victim.

Lioness Chasing Zebra Dilip Shah

In typical hunts, each lioness has a favoured position in the group,  either stalking prey on the "wing", then attacking, or moving a smaller 
distance in the centre of the group and capturing prey fleeing from other lionesses. Males attached to prides do not usually participate in 

group hunting. Lions are not particularly known for their stamina; for instance, a lioness' heart comprises only 0.57% of her body weight and 
a male's is about 0.45% of his body weight, whereas a hyena's heart comprises almost 1% of its body weight. Thus, lions only run quickly 

in short bursts and need to be close to their prey before starting the attack.

BENGAL TIGER – PANTHERA 
TIGRIS TIGRIS Amit S Panchal

The Bengal tiger, also known as the Royal Bengal Tiger or the Indian tiger, is the subspecies with the largest 
population. It is the national animal of India, place where its image is part of the traditions and the culture. In 

Bangladesh, it is also the national animal present even in the bills.  The Bengal tiger is found primarily in India with 
smaller populations in Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, China and Myanmar. It is the most numerous of all tiger 
subspecies with more than 2,500 left in the wild. This shot is clicked at Ranthambore National Park,Rajasthan.
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Black Panther Khushboo Jain

Phantom of the forest , this melanistic leopard has been in limelight and the attraction of kabini forest of Nagarhole 
National Park. It was an amazing moment in June 2018 when we bumped into this black beauty on an evening drive.  
This handsome guy was lazing on the tree posing, giving ample time and making it a memorable one for us. A black 
panther is the melanistic colour variant of any Panthera species. Black panthers in Asia and Africa are leopards (P. 
pardus), and those in the Americas are jaguars (P. onca). Melanism in the leopard (Panthera pardus) by a recessive 

allele. Close examination of the colour of these black cats will show that the typical markings are still present, but are 
hidden by the excess black pigment melanin, giving an effect similar to that of printed silk. This is called “ghost 

striping". Melanistic and non-melanistic animals can be littermates. It is thought that melanism may confer a selective 
advantage under certain conditions since it is more common in regions of dense forest, where light levels are lower. 

Recently, preliminary studies also suggest that melanism might be linked to beneficial mutations in the immune 
system. 

Malabar Trogon Akshay Mokal

Malabar Trogons are one of the three species of trogons found in India. The name 'trogon' means 'nibbling' in Greek , 
referring to the birds' habit of gnawing at tree barks to excavate holes for nesting. The birds are sexually dimorphic 

and monogamous, and are unique in the entire animal kingdom in having a heterodactyle foot arrangement! Heavily 
dependent on rainforests, trogons face a constant threat from logging and habitat encroachment. 

This was shot at Thattekad Bird Sanctuary. The brightly coloured bird was perched on an electric wire right across 
the main road giving us an opportunity to shoot with beautiful background bokeh.

Cheetahs & Wildebeest Hira Punjabi
Adult males are typically gregarious despite their territoriality, and may group together for life and form "coalitions". These groups 

collectively defend their territories and hunt. Generally, only groups of cheetahs will attempt to kill larger animals such as Zebra and 
Wildebeest

Red Whiskered Bulbul Ameya Marathe

The red-whiskered bulbul (Pycnonotus jocosus), or crested bulbul, is a passerine bird found in Asia. It is a member of the bulbul family. It is 
a resident frugivore found mainly in tropical Asia. It has been introduced in many tropical areas of the world where populations have 

established 
themselves. It feeds on fruits and small insects. Red-whiskered bulbuls perch conspicuously on trees and have a loud three or four note 

call. 
They are very common in hill forests and urban gardens within their range.
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Black Panther Khushboo Jain

Phantom of the forest , this melanistic leopard has been in limelight and the attraction of kabini forest of Nagarhole 
National Park. It was an amazing moment in June 2018 when we bumped into this black beauty on an evening drive.  
This handsome guy was lazing on the tree posing, giving ample time and making it a memorable one for us. A black 
panther is the melanistic colour variant of any Panthera species. Black panthers in Asia and Africa are leopards (P. 
pardus), and those in the Americas are jaguars (P. onca). Melanism in the leopard (Panthera pardus) by a recessive 

allele. Close examination of the colour of these black cats will show that the typical markings are still present, but are 
hidden by the excess black pigment melanin, giving an effect similar to that of printed silk. This is called “ghost 

striping". Melanistic and non-melanistic animals can be littermates. It is thought that melanism may confer a selective 
advantage under certain conditions since it is more common in regions of dense forest, where light levels are lower. 

Recently, preliminary studies also suggest that melanism might be linked to beneficial mutations in the immune 
system. 

Fatal eyes Suraj Nikte

The marsh harriers are birds of prey of the harrier subfamily. They are medium-sized raptors and the largest and 
broadest-winged harriers. Most of them are associated with marshland and dense reedbeds. Western marsh harriers 

come to spend the winter in India from Central Asia and Russia. These birds, like several other species, migrate to 
relatively warmer areas in the tropics to feed, as winter begins in their temperate breeding grounds.

This photograph is taken at Bhigwan, Maharashtra where it was found roosting on the ground near a flock of 
flamingoes. Though, marsh harriers are not seen attacking big birds like Greater Flamingo, the situation created 

interesting frame representing prey and predator.

Cheetah & Zebra Dilip Shah

The cheetah is a carnivore that prefers medium-sized prey with a body mass ranging from 23 to 56 kg (51 to 123 lb). Preferred species in 
Africa include Thomson's gazelle, Grant's gazelle, springbok, impala and blesbok. Larger prey, such as ostrich, warthog, wildebeest, zebra 
and buffalo are typically avoided. A study showed that a major proportion of the diet of Asiatic cheetahs consists of livestock; local species 

such as chinkara, desert hare, goitered gazelle, ibex, rodents, and wild sheep are also hunted. Generally, only groups of cheetahs will 
attempt to kill larger animals, although mothers with young cubs will attempt to secure a large prey all by themselves.

Drosera indica Vedwati Padwal-Birje

Drosera indica is an insectivorous plant, a sundew native to tropical countries throughout the world, from Asia to Africa, but absent from the 
neotropics. Drosera indica is an unbranched, annual herbaceous plant, supported by a fibrous root system and reaching a height of 5–50 

cm (2–20 in). Leaves are narrowly linear, up to 10 cm [4 in] long with 1–1.5 cm [0.4–0.6 in] pedicels. Young plants stand upright, while 
older ones form scrambling stems with only the newest growth exhibiting an upright habit. The plant can be yellow-green to maroon in 

color. Flower petals can be white, pink, orange, or purple.  Its chromosome count is 2n=28.
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Bengal Tiger Hira Punjabi
The tiger is a carnivore. It prefers hunting large ungulates such as chital, sambar, gaur, and to a lesser extent also barasingha, water buffalo, nilgai, serow and takin. Among the medium-sized prey species it frequently kills wild boar, and occasionally hog deer, muntjac and grey langur. Small prey species such as porcupine, hares and peafowl

 form a very small part in its diet. Because of the encroachment of 
humans into tiger habitat, it also preys on domestic livestock.

Mighty Matkasur Akshay Mokal

Bengal Tiger - Our national animal and one of the most alluring species on the planet, the Bengal Tiger is an animal 
with which India is associated and identified with the most. Best seen in the jungles of Cenrtal India, tigers have not 

only boosted tourism in the region but have also driven conservation. Poaching, habitat loss and fragmentation 
along with several other problems are causing a steady decline in the tigers’ numbers.

This was shot at Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve. The show-stopper and dominanant male named Matkasur giving a 
good cat-walk all the way following him from one waterbody to another. The tiger seemed walking in its own pride 

without being botherd by the presence of gypsies all around.

Lesser flamingos feeding Gurunath 
Prabhudesai

The lesser flamingo (Phoenicoparrus minor), The lesser flamingo is the smallest species of flamingo, This species feeds 
primarily on Spirulina, algae which grow only in very alkaline lakes. the algae contain the photosynthetic pigments 

that give the birds their pink colour. Their deep bill is specialised for filtering tiny food items.

They are rarely seen alone unless injured, and can be found in very large numbers. The four individuals seen here 
were photographed in the Little rann of kutchh, Gujarat, India on a tranquil winter morning.

Peregrine Falcon (Falco 
peregrinus) Ankur Moitra

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) 
The Peregrine Falcon is bird of prey, It feeds on birds such as songbirds and ducks, as well as bats. They have the 

ability to catch their prey in mid-air. They are the fastest creature on the planet, they are able to dive at 200 miles per 
hour. They are one of the most widely distributed species in the world. It is found on every continent except 

Antarctica. It can survive in a wide variety of habitats including urban cities, the tropics, deserts and the tundra. Some 
migrate long distances from their wintering areas to their summer nesting areas.
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Leopard Ambica pramod

A Dare to stare. This was shot in Nagarahole Tiger Reserve (Kabini), Karnataka. The Indian leopard has strong legs 
and a long well-formed tail, broad muzzle, short ears and small, yellowish grey eyes, light grey ocular bulbs. Its coat is 
spotted and rosetted on a pale yellow to yellowish-brown or golden background, except for the melanistic forms; the 
spots fade toward the white underbelly and the insides and lower parts of the legs. Rosettes are most prominent on 

the back, flanks and hindquarters. The pattern of the rosettes is unique to each individual. Juveniles have woolly fur, 
and appear dark due to the densely arranged spots. The white tipped tail is 60–100 centimetres (24–39 in) long,  white 

underneath, and displays rosettes, which form incomplete bands toward the end. The rosettes are larger in other 
leopard subspecies in Asia. Fur colour tends to be more pale and cream in arid habitats, more gray in colder climates, 

and of a darker golden hue in rainforest habitats.

Eyes of The Tiger Amit S Panchal This Sub adult Cub of Sharmili Tigress. If you watch this image from any 180 degree angle you feel like he is watching 
you. I shot this beautiful click at Buffer Zone Of Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve,Maharashtra.

Smooth Coated Otter & Mugger Ashit Choudhary

Royal Bengal Tiger Alhaad Naik

Tigers might socialise within their species more than what was previously thought, Cubs stay with their mothers for 
around 2-3 years though they maybe stay around their mother for longer. Newborn Tiger cubs weigh 780 to 1,600 g 
(1.72 to 3.53 lb) and they have a thick wooly fur that is shed after 3.5–5 months. Their eyes and ears are closed. Their 
milk teeth start to erupt at about 2–3 weeks after birth, and are slowly replaced by permanent dentition from 8.5–9.5 

weeks of age onwards. They suckle for 3–6 months, and begin to eat small amounts of solid food at about 2 months of 
age. At this time, they follow their mother on her hunting expeditions and begin to take part in hunting at 5–6 months 

of age.
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Cheetah Chasing A 
Thomson's Gazelle Nihar Gawand

African cheetahs may achieve successful hunts running at a speed of only 64 km/h (40 mph) while hunting due to their 
exceptional ability to  accelerate, but are capable of accelerating up to 112 km/h (70 mph) on short distances of 100 m 
(330 ft). The cheetah will stalk their prey to within 100–300 m (330–980 ft); it will try to approach it as closely as possible 

while concealing itself in cover, sometimes even up to within 60 m (200 ft) of the prey. The cheetah will crouch and 
move 

slowly while stalking, occasionally becoming motionless. The chase usually lasts less than a minute; if the cheetah fails 
to make a kill quickly, it will give up. Cheetahs have an average hunting success rate of 40 to 50%

Jumping Spider with Spider Kill Vedwati Padwal-Birje

Some of the most surprising hunting behaviour occurs among Salticids (Jumping Spiders), and it varies greatly in method. Many of the 
spider-hunting

 species quite commonly will attack other spiders, whether fellow salticids or not, in the same way as any other prey, but some kinds 
resort to web invasion; nonspecialists such as Phidippus audax sometimes attack prey ensnared in webs, basically in acts of 
kleptoparasitism — sometimes they leap onto and eat the web occupant itself, or simply walk over the web for that purpose.

Sri Lankan Leopard Khushboo Jain

The gorgeous leopardess from yala fondly called as Strawberry , who was sitting carefree and decides to take a stroll 
giving us different photo opportunities on a summer evening. The Sri Lankan leopard has a tawny or rusty yellow coat 
with dark spots and close-set rosettes, which are smaller than in Indian leopards. Seven females measured in the early 

20th century averaged a weight of  64 lb (29 kg) and had a mean head-to-body-length of 3 ft 5 in (1.04 m) with a 2 ft 
6.5 in (77.5 cm) long tail, the largest being 3 ft 9 in  (1.14 m) with a 2 ft 9 in (84 cm) long tail; 11 males averaged 124 lb 

(56 kg), the largest being 170 lb (77 kg), and measured 4 ft 2 in (1.27 m) with a 2 ft 10 in (86 cm) long tail, the largest being 
4 ft 

8 in (1.42 m) with a 3 ft 2 in (97 cm) long tail. According to a BBC article, the Sri Lankan leopard has evolved to become a 
rather large  leopard subspecies with very large males reaching almost 220 lb (100 kg), due to the fact that it is an apex 

predator without competition by other large wild cat species in the country.

Bengal Tiger Ambica pramod

Prince of Tadoba on a morning patrol. This was shot in Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra. Bengalengal 
tigers weigh up to 325 kg (717 lb), and reach a head and body length of 320 cm (130 in). Several scientists indicated that 
adult male Bengal tigers from the Terai in Nepal and Bhutan, and Assam, Uttarakhand and West Bengal in north India 

consistently attain more than 227 kg (500 lb) of body weight. Seven adult males captured in Chitwan National Park
 in the early 1970s had an average weight of 235 kg (518 lb) ranging 
from 200 to 261 kg (441 to 575 lb), and that of the females was 140 kg 

(310 lb) ranging from 116 to 164 kg (256 to 362 lb). Thus, the Bengal tiger rivals the Siberian tiger in average weight.
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Sunset at Key/Keh 
Monestry - Spiti Valley Chetan Pardeshi

Kye Gompa is a Tibetan Buddhist monastery located on top of a hill at an altitude of 4,166 metres above sea level, 
close to the Spiti River, in the Spiti Valley of Himachal Pradesh, Lahaul and Spiti district, India. It is the biggest 

monastery of Spiti Valley and a religious training centre for Lamas.

The Elephantscape Chetan Pardeshi This shot is example of classic Dhikala Morning. The Glassland ; Locally called as Chaud.Dhikala is one of the 
prominant zone in Jim Corbett National Park in Uttarakhand. Not just for Tigers but Jim Corbett is well known for 

Elephant Habitats. 

Tiger (Too close to comfort) Aniket Karane 

The eyes of the tiger are situated on the front of its head, and not to the sides. This helps with three-dimensional 
perception and depth perception, since both eyes look ahead. Tigers hunt mainly during the evening and night times, 
when the vision of their prey is compromised. For this reason, their night time vision is excellent; about six times better 

than that of humans. There are several adaptations within the actual eye that allow for this:
1.It has a wide, rounded pupil that allows maximum light to enter into the eye, when necessary.

2.The anterior chamber and lens of the eye are also larger for the same reason.
3. The tapetum lucidum is a layered, mirror-like structure behind the retina that reflects light back into the eye for a 

second time so that the eye and brain can form a brighter image of it. 4.The nictitating membrane is present in tigers 
in addition to top and bottom eyelids. This membrane can sweep across the eye, keeping it clean and moist.

LANDSCAPE@400MM Vikas Garg

The vastness of Serengeti dawns on you with such unobstructed views of the savannah.

The Serengeti National Park is a Tanzanian national park in the Serengeti ecosystem in the Mara and Simiyu regions. 
It is famous for its annual migration of over 1.5 million white-bearded (or brindled) wildebeest and 250,000 zebra and 

for its numerous Nile crocodile and honey badger. The park is Tanzania's oldest national park and remains the 
flagship of the country's tourism industry, providing a major draw to the Northern Safari Circuit encompassing Lake 

Manyara National Park, Tarangire National Park, Arusha National Park and the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. It has 
over 2,500 lions.
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The Car and The Cat Alok Katkar

The Indian leopard (Panthera pardus fusca) is a leopard subspecies widely distributed on the Indian subcontinent. 
The species Panthera pardus is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List because populations have declined 

following habitat loss and fragmentation, poaching for the illegal trade of skins and body parts, and persecution due 
to conflict situations.

The Indian leopard is one of the big cats occurring on the Indian subcontinent, apart from the Asiatic lion, Bengal 
tiger, snow leopard and clouded leopard.

In 2014, a national census of leopards around tiger habitats was 
carried out in India except the northeast. 7,910 individuals were 
estimated in surveyed areas and a national total of 12,000-14,000 

speculated.

Praying Mantis Kallol Mukherjee

Mantises are generalist predators of arthropods. The majority of mantises are ambush predators
 that only feed upon live prey within their reach. They either 

camouflage themselves and remain stationary, waiting for prey to 
approach, or stalk their prey with slow, stealthy movements. Larger mantises sometimes eat smaller individuals of their own species, as well as small vertebrates such as lizards, frogs, small birds and fishes.

Fan Throated Lizard Yogesh Deshpande

The fan-throated lizard (Sitana ponticeriana) is a species of agamid lizard found in eastern peninsular India. It was earlier thought 
to be widespread but studies in 2016 resulted in the splitting of the group into several species placed in two genera.  The genus 
Sitana has an enlarged projecting scale on the posterior side  of the hind thigh which is absent in the sister genus Sarada. The 
species is found mostly on the ground in open ground patches in thin forests. When disturbed this lizard sometimes runs with a 
bipedal gait. Upper head-scales small, sharply keeled; canthus rostralis and supraciliary edge sharp, with much enlarged scales. 

Dorsal scales larger than ventrals, with sharp keels forming straight longitudinal lines;  lateral scales smallest, uniform or 
intermixed with scattered enlarged  ones. The fore limb does not extend on to the vent, if laid backwards; the hind limb reaches to 
the orbit, if laid forwards; the lower thigh is rather shorter than the foot (measured from the heel to the tip of the longest toe), the 

length of which is only three-fourths of the distance between the shoulder and hip joints. Limbs above with uniform strongly keeled 
scales. The length of the limbs varies very much : in some specimens the hind limb stretched forwards does not extend beyond the 
orbit, in others it reaches the end of the snout or even considerably beyond. Brown, with a series of dark spots along the middle of 
the back, the spot on the neck being the darkest; a whitish band along each side of the back. Gular appendage tricoloured—blue, 

black, and red. 

Indian Skimmer Yogesh Deshpande

Indian Skimmer's Photograph was taken at Pune Kavadi paat area in September 2018.
Marathi name: पाण चरा 

Indian Skimmer, show remarkable aerobatic skills as the bill is maintained on a steady path through the surface of 
the water. Their bills are quite unique in that the upper mandible is somewhat shorter than the lower mandible. The 
lower mandible is flexible and resembles a knife/Sharp and is skimmed through the surface of the water, picking up 

aquatic prey while it flies. Excess water is drained from the beak as the bird lifts itself back into the air. The mandible, 
therefore, efficiently separates fish and sea protein from the water. The fish is then either eaten in flight or on landing.
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Blue - winged Parakeet 
(Male) Khushboo Jain

The  blue-winged parakeet, also known as the Malabar parakeet (Psittacula columboides) is a species of parakeet 
endemic to the Western Ghats of southern India. Found in small flocks, they fly rapidly in forest clearings while 

making screeching calls that differ from those of other parakeet species within their distribution range. Their long 
blue tails tipped in yellow and the dark wings with blue contrast with the dull grey of their head and body. Adult males 

and females can be easily told apart from the colour of their beak.

Green Bee-eater Kallol Mukherjee

Like other species in the genus, bee-eaters predominantly eat  insects, especially bees, wasps and  ants,
 which are caught in the air by sorties from an open perch. Before 

swallowing prey, a bee-eater removes stings and breaks the exoskeleton 
of the prey by repeatedly thrashing it on the perch. Migration is not known but they make seasonal movements in response to rainfall.

Asian Fairy Blue Bird (Male) Khushboo Jain

 The Asian fairy-bluebird (Irena puella) is a medium-sized, arboreal passerine bird.
This fairy-bluebird is found in forests across tropical southern Asia, Indochina, the Greater Sundas and Palawan. Two 
or three eggs are laid in a small cup nest in a tree. It was described by British ornithologist John Latham in 1790. The 
only other member of the genus and family is the Philippine fairy-bluebird, I. cyanogastra, which replaces the Asian 
fairy-bluebird in most of the Philippines. Both species are considered as sacred to the Tagalog people as they are 

perceived as tigmamanukan omens.
The adult Asian fairy bluebird is about 24 to 27 centimetres (9.4 to 10.6 in). The male has glossy, iridescent blue 

upperparts, and black underparts and flight feathers. The female and first year male are entirely dull blue-green.
The Asian fairy bluebird eats fruits, nectar and some insects. Crimson iris, glossy blue & black body along with 

feathers entirely justifies to its name appearing to make u smile.

Bengal Tiger Rozar Rangary 
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ODKF Yogesh Deshpande

The Oriental dwarf kingfisher (Ceyx erithaca), also known as the black-backed kingfisher or three-toed kingfisher, is a 
species of bird in the family Alcedinidae. Awidespread resident of lowland forest, it is endemic across much of the 

Indiansubcontinent and Southeast Asia. It is found in Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei,Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.This is a small, red and yellow kingfisher, averaging 13 cm 

(5.1 in) in length, yellow underparts with glowing bluish-black upperparts.

Leopard & Langurs Roshan JoshiThe leopard is a versatile, opportunistic hunter, and has a very broad diet. It is able to take large prey due to its massive skull and powerful jaw muscles. In Sariska Tiger Reserve, the dietary spectrum of the Indian leopard includes axis deer, sambar deer, nilgai, wild boar, common langur, Indian hare and peafowl.
In Periyar Tiger Reserve, primates make up a large proportion of its diet

Indian Peacock Yogesh Deshpande

The Indian peafowl (Pavo cristatus), also known as the common peafowl, and blue peafowl, is a large and brightly 
coloured bird, is a species of peafowl native to the Indian subcontinent, but introduced in many other parts of the 

world. The male, or peacock, is predominantly blue with a fan-like crest of spatula-tipped wire-like feathers and is best 
known for the long train made up of elongated upper-tail covert feathers which bear colourful eyespots. These stiff 

feathers are raised into a 
fan and quivered in a display during courtship. Despite the length and size of these covert feathers, peacocks are still 

capable of flight. Peahens lack the train, and have a greenish lower neck and duller brown plumage. The Indian 
peafowl lives mainly on the ground in open forest or on land under cultivation where they forage for berries, grains 
but also prey on snakes, lizards, and small rodents. Their loud calls make them easy to detect, and in forest areas 

often indicate the presence of a predator such as a tiger. They forage on the ground in small groups and usually try 
to escape on foot through undergrowth and avoid flying, though they fly into tall trees to roost.

Peregrine Falcon Roshan Joshi

The Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus), also known as the Peregrine, and historically as the duck hawk in North 
America, is a widespread bird of prey (raptor) in the family Falconidae. A large, crow-sized falcon,

 it has a blue-grey back, barred white underparts, and a black head. The
 Peregrine is renowned for its speed, reaching over 320 km/h (200 mph) 

during its characteristic hunting stoop (high-speed dive), making it the fastest bird in the world and the fastest 
member of the animal kingdom. According to a National Geographic TV program, the highest measured speed of a 
peregrine falcon is 389 km/h (242 mph). As is typical of bird-eating raptors, peregrine falcons are sexually dimorphic, 

with females being considerably larger than males.
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The Hues of Nature ... Kapil Sharma 
The great white pelican is a migratory bird that breeds from southeastern Europe through asia and Africa, in swamps 
and shallow lakes. It is a highly sociable bird often found in large flocks. In flight, it is an elegant soring bird and feeds 

on fishes in flocks. It has a large beak with a big elastic pouch used to store fishes. The often fly in a specific 
synchronized manner or V-forming groups. 

ODKF Yogesh Deshpande

The preferred habitat of the Oriental dwarf kingfisher is small streams in densely shaded forests. It begins to breed 
with the onset of the southwest monsoon in June. The nest is a horizontal tunnel up to a metre in length. The clutch of 

four or five eggs hatches in 17 days with both the male and female incubating. The birds fledge after 20 days and a 
second brood may be raised if the first fails. The young are fed with geckos, skinks, crabs, snails, frogs, crickets, and 

dragonflies. The rufous-backed kingfisher is sometimes considered a subspecies.

Abode of fireflies Devashree 
Damodare

The Lampyridae are a family of insects in the beetle order Coleoptera with over 2,000 described species. They are soft-
bodied beetles that are commonly called fireflies or lightning bugs for their conspicuous use of bioluminescence 

duringtwilight to attract mates or prey. Fireflies produce a "cold light", with no infrared or ultraviolet frequencies. This 
chemically produced light from the lower abdomen maybe yellow, green, or pale red, with wavelengths from 510 to 670 

nanometers. Some species such as the dimly glowing "blue ghost” of the Eastern US are commonly thought to emit 
blue light (<490 nanometers), though this is a false perception of their truly green emission light due to the Purkinje 
effect. Fireflies are found in temperate and tropical climates. Many are found in marshes or in wet, wooded areas 

where their larvae have abundant sources of food. Some species are called "glowworms" in Eurasia and elsewhere. 
While all known fireflies glow, only some 

adults produce light and the location of the light organ varies among species and between sexes of the same species.

Long-legged cricket frog ( 
Full throttle ) Prashant M Joni

Zakerana syhadrensis (common names: long-legged cricket frog, Syhadra frog, Bombay wart frog, and many others), 
is a frog species of the family Dicroglossidae and native to India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal and Bangladesh. 

Zakerana syhadrensis from the Western Ghats in southern India and from Sri Lanka probably belong to one or two 
unnamed species. It is the type species of genus Zakerana. In view of its wide distribution and stable population trend, 
IUCN assessors listed it as Least Concern in 2009 and 2016. The long-legged cricket frog is a small-sized frog. Females 

reach a  snout–vent length (SVL) of 20.7–22.8 mm. Males are smaller with a SVL of 17.5–19.1 mm. During the breeding 
season, males emit advertisement calls, using a single subgular external vocal sac. They start calling after one or two 
heavy pre-monsoon or monsoon rains in April to June, and continue up to the end of the rainy season in September 

to October. They call mainly during the night beginning after dusk and continue until the early morning of the  
following day, preferably sitting in temporary shallow water pools under partly submerged grass or paddy. They call 

in chorus but maintain a distance of 0.5 to 1 m to each other. Their calls are antiphonal between the two nearest 
calling males and consist of a series of pulse groups varying per call between 7 and 28.
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A Ring-Side View Dr. Punit Mutalik

On reaching Kalapathar Beach at Havelock Island, Andaman, it was out of sheer habit, that we started making our way along the 
white sand beach to get as far away from any humans as possible. The walk took long enough for me to take note of the rising tide 
that had now engulfed the mangrove trees that initially stood nowhere close to the sea. The sky looked promising that day, and it 

did not disappoint. 

At the peak of the golden hour, the clouds reached out to embrace the sun scattering the warm light across everything the eyes 
could see. The mangroves that now stood out at sea, appeared to be bidding farewell to the sun, thankful for yet another heavenly 

light show. 

As I finished framing this shot and opened the shutter for a 30 second exposure, I thought to myself, "Imagine if i was rooted at that 
same spot all my life with those mangroves?" I took a look at the light show that Mother Nature had conjured up and found myself 

grinning. 
I said, "Yes, that'd be good." :-)

Working Mother ( Spider in 
Action ) Prashant M Joni

Mother spider in action while baby spinder on the back. It is very rare to see the spiders in action while baby on top. It 
is one of the rarest photos in my archieves and coincidently got this image as a photographers we pay attention to 

details. Else, I was ignoring it as dead honey bee...Thanks to inquisitiveness. Place near belgaum

Watchful Eyes Akshay Mokal

Indian Leopard - Its extreme adaptability, opportunistic behaviour and stealth make the leopard the most successful 
of the big cats. The leopard possesses an exceptional climbing prowess and is even able to carry heavy prey up a 

tree. It is poached heavily for its skin and parts and is facing a grave threat from habitat loss and man-animal 
conflict.

Shot at Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve. We were waiting at a waterhole hoping for good tiger sighting as there were 
alarm calls nearby. And then this one slowly emerged from the bamboo thickets carefully observing the surroundings 

and then proceeding to the waterhole.

Cicada teneral stage Gurunath 
Prabhudesai

The teneral stage is that stage in a Cicada's development where the Cicada has just finished carrying out it's molting 
process but it is still relatively soft. It is mainly pinkish in color with either light blue or light green colored wing veins. 
It's at this stage where the Cicada is most vulnerable. Typically not much happens during this stage because most of 

its efforts are focused on hardening to its darker more earth-like colors. 

Usually the Cicada teneral will not leave the vicinity of it's discarded nymph shell (exuvum) but it has been noted on 
some occasions that the Cicada will often move a fair distance away from its nymph shell to find a more secluded 
spot to harden. The wings are very fragile at this stage, should they brush up against something or be touched by 

human hands, irreparable damage can be done to the wings.
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Malabar Pied Hornbill Esmail Samiwala

The Malabar pied hornbill (Anthracoceros coronatus), also known as lesser pied hornbill, is a bird in the hornbill 
family, a family of tropical near-passerine birds found in the Old World. The Malabar pied hornbill is a large hornbill,

 at 65 cm (26 in) in length. It has mainly black plumage, apart from its
 white belly, throat patch, tail sides and trailing edge to the wings. 

The bill is yellow with a large, mainly black casque. Females have white orbital skin, which the males lack. Juveniles 
have no casque. It might be confused with the oriental pied hornbill. The Malabar pied hornbill is a common resident 

breeder in India and Sri 
Lanka. Its habitat is evergreen and moist deciduous forests, often near 

human settlements.

Tiger & Cow Aniket Lunawat

The Indian subcontinent has served as a stage for intense human and  tiger confrontations. The region affording habitat where tigers have 
achieved their highest densities is also one which has housed one of the most concentrated and rapidly expanding human populations. At the 

beginning of the 19th century tigers were so numerous it seemed to be a question as to whether man or tiger would survive. It became the 
official policy to encourage the killing of tigers as rapidly as possible, rewards being paid for their destruction in many localities. 

The United Provincessupported large numbers of tigers in the submontane Terai region, where
 man-eating had been uncommon. In the latter half of the 19th century, marauding tigers began to take a toll of human life. These animals were 

pushed into marginal habitat, where tigers had formerly not been known, or where they existed only in very low density, by an expanding 
population of more vigorous animals that occupied the prime habitat in the lowlands, where there was high prey density and good habitat for 
reproduction. The dispersers had nowhere else to go, since the prime habitat was bordered in the south by cultivation. They are thought to 

have followed back the herds of domestic livestock that wintered in the plains when they returned to the hills in the spring, and then being left without prey when the herds dispersed back to their respective villages.

Leopards Fighting Praveen Pai

The leopard is a solitary and territorial animal. Adults associate only in the mating season. Females continue to 
interact with their offspring even after weaning, and have been observed sharing kills with their offspring when they 

can not obtain any prey. They produce a number of vocalisations, including growls, snarls, meows and purrs. The 
roaring sequence in leopards consists mainly of grunts and is also called 

"sawing", having been described as resembling the sound of sawing wood. Cubs are known to call their mother with a 
urr-urr sound.The whitish spots on the back of their ears are thought to play a role in communication. It has been 
hypothesized that the white tips of their tails may function as a 'follow-me' signal in intraspecific communication. 
However, no significant association were found between a conspicuous colour of tail patches and behavioural 

variables in carnivores.

Calf amidst the Saal Alok Katkar

The Asian elephant (Elephas maximus), also called Asiatic elephant, is the only living species of the genus Elephas and 
is distributed throughout the Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia, from India in the west, Nepal in the north, 

Sumatra in the south, and to Borneo in the east. Three subspecies are recognised—E. m. maximus from Sri Lanka, E. 
m. indicus from mainland Asia and E. m. sumatranus from the island of Sumatra.

The Asian elephant is the largest living land animal in Asia. Since 1986, the Asian elephant has been listed as 
Endangered on the IUCN Red List,

 as the population has declined by at least 50 percent over the last 
three generations, estimated to be 60–75 years. It is primarily 

threatened by loss of habitat, habitat degradation, fragmentation and poaching. In 2003, the wild population was 
estimated at between 41,410 and 52,345 individuals.
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Yellow Mountain Crab Prasham Shinde
The Yellow Mountain Crab is commonly found in Tungareshwar. The are typically timid with vibrant shell color and 

found hiding below trees and rocks. They have highly receptive eyes along with quick body movements. The shot was 
taken on a scooter while coming down from Tungareshwar.

Indian Roller with Scorpian 
kill Akshay Mokal

You may often spot the Indian Roller bird perched or resting upon bare branches of trees. Sometimes these birds are 
also seen perched on wires in cities and urban areas. The Indian Roller acquires its name from the striking aerobatics 
it displays  (i.e. rolling display) as an act of courtship. Indian rollers are prey birds. They capture and feed upon their 

prey by descending to the ground. All kinds of insects, reptiles, moths and sometimes even frogs usually end up 
becoming the bird’s prey.

This was shot at Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve. It was a visual treat witnessing the quick action of the bird grabbing a 
scorpian from the ground, hitting it repeatedly on the branch and then swallowing it in one gulp.

Black Panther Rajesh mangalIt is thought that melanism may confer a selective advantage under certain conditions since it is more common in regions of dense forest, where light levels are lower. Recently, preliminary studies also suggest that melanism might be linked to beneficial mutations in the immune system

Common Myna with 
Grasshopper Kill Sagar Gawde

This picture was taken when I was capturing drongo in flight.It was like Myna giving me this pose by holding 
Grasshopper in her beak & telling me , forget about others capture me first.It was a wonderful experience not just to 

capture it but to see such activity.


