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Leopard on tree (if looks 
could kill) Aniket Karane 

Leopards (Panthera pardus) are about 28 inches at the shoulder and can weigh up to 200 pounds. Most leopards 
weigh in between 140 to 175 pounds with the male being larger and stronger than the female.Leopards can also hunt 

from trees, where their spotted coats allow them to blend with the leaves and branches until they spring with a deadly 
pounce.The leopard is so strong it can haul the largest animal its killed into a tree to keep it away from scavengers.

Amboli Bush Frog Makarand N Saraf
Found this clutch of the Amboli Bush Frog eggs on a tree trunk just above a running stream of water at Amboli. The 

eggs were having embryos in different stages of development. Was lucky enough to be able to capture nature's glory 
at it's best. Seen here in the centre of the image is the almost fully developed tadpole of the Amboli Bush frog.

Leopard feeding on a dead cow Aniket Lunawat

Leopards are highly adaptable cats. Expansion of agriculturally used land, encroachment of humans and their livestock into protected 
areas are main factors contributing to habitat loss and decrease of wild prey. As a result, leopards approach human settlements, where 

they are 
tempted to prey on dogs, pigs and goats — domestic livestock, which constitutes an important part of their diet, if they live on the 

periphery of human habitations. Human–leopard conflict situations ensue, and have increased in recent years.

Lynx Spider & Fruit Fly Dashawtar Bade

The Lynx Spiders (Oxyopidae) in general rely on keen eyesight in stalking, chasing, or 
ambushing prey, and also in avoiding enemies.  As with many other families of spiders, the arrangement of their eyes is typical of the 
family and is an important aid in identifying them as members of the family. Six of the eight eyes of Oxyopid spiders are arranged in a 

hexagon-like pattern, more or less on a prominent hump on the front upper corner of the prosoma. The other two eyes are smaller, less 
conspicuous, and generally are situated in front of and below the other six. The basal parts of the chelicerae

 of most species are large, vertical and parallel, which combine with the bluff front end, a "high forehead" to the prosoma, to give most 
species a peculiar "flat-faced" appearance.Some members of the genus Oxyopes are abundant enough to be important in agricultural 

systems as biological control agents. This 
is especially true of the striped lynx spider (Oxyopes salticus). Their net value in agriculture has been disputed however, on the grounds of 

their predation of pollinators.
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Praying Mantis Lucky Jaiswal

Mantises are an order (Mantodea) of insects that contains over 2,400 species in about 430 genera in 15 families. The 
largest family is the Mantidae (“mantids"). Mantises are distributed worldwide in temperate and tropical habitats. They 

have triangular heads with bulging eyes supported on flexible necks. Their elongated bodies may or may not have 
wings, but all Mantodea have forelegs that are greatly enlarged and adapted for catching and gripping prey; their 
upright posture, while remaining stationary with forearms folded, has led to the common name praying mantis.The 

closest relatives of mantises are the termites and cockroaches (Blattodea), which are all within the superorder 
Dictyoptera. Mantises are sometimes confused with stick insects (Phasmatodea), other elongated insects such as 
grasshoppers (Orthoptera), or other unrelated insects with raptorial forelegs such as mantisflies (Mantispidae). 

Mantises are mostly ambush predators,  but a few ground-dwelling species are found actively pursuing their prey. 
They normally live for about a year. In cooler climates, the adults lay eggs in autumn, then die. The eggs are protected 

by their hard capsules and hatch in the spring. Females sometimes practice sexual cannibalism, eating their mates 
after copulation.

Egret and its meal in flight Mansi Chauhan

Great egrets prefer living near any water body, occurring along streams, lakes, in saltwater and freshwater marshes, 
muddy areas and ponds. Their usual diet consists primarily of fish. However, they can feed upon wide variety of 

aquatic animals, including frogs and crustaceans. They will also consume terrestrial species such as rodents and 
grasshoppers.

The bird has a notable kink of its neck, curving the necks into a "S" shape when flying. 
They were once hunted for their white plumage which were used for ornamental purposes and hence Laws were 

passed to save the bird from extinction.

Black Redstart Shashank Phadke

The black redstart (Phoenicurus ochruros) is a small passerine bird in the redstart genus Phoenicurus. Like its 
relatives, it was formerly classed as a member of the thrush family (Turdidae), but is now known to be an Old World 

flycatcher (Muscicapidae). Other common names are Tithy's redstart, blackstart and black redtail. The black redstart 
is 13–14.5 cm (5.1–5.7 in) in length and 12–20 g (0.42–0.71 oz) in weight, similar to the common redstart. The adult male is 

overall dark grey to black on the upperparts and with a black breast; the lower rump and tail are orange-red, with the 
two central tail feathers dark red-brown. The belly and undertail are either blackish-grey (western subspecies; see 

Taxonomy and systematics, above) or orange-red (eastern subspecies); the wings are blackish-grey with pale fringes 
on the secondaries forming a whitish panel (western  subspecies) or all blackish (eastern subspecies). The female is 
grey (western subspecies) to grey-brown (eastern subspecies) overall except for the orange-red lower rump and tail, 
greyer than the common redstart; at any age the grey axillaries and underwing coverts are also distinctive (in the 
common redstart these are buff to orange-red). One-year-old males are similar to females but blacker; the whitish 

wing panel of the western subspecies does not develop until the second year.

Crested Serpent Eagle Vilas More

Crested Serpent Eagle at Pench National Park, MP.
This medium-large, dark brown eagle is stocky, with rounded wings and a short tail. Its short black and white fan-

shaped nuchal crest gives it a thick-necked appearance. The bare facial skin and feet are yellow. The underside is 
spotted with white and yellowish-brown. When perched the wing tips do not reach until the tail tip. In soaring flight, the 

broad and paddle-shaped wings are held in a shallow V. The tail and underside of the flight feathers are black with 
broad white bars. 
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Black Drongo Krishnandu Sarkar

Young birds have a yellowish-red gape. The feather follicles appear on the fourth day and pin feathers emerge after a 
week. Nestlings increase in weight steadily until they are 12 days old. The eyes open on

 the eighth day, the iris reddish-black while the gape turns red. The young leave the nest after about 16 to 20 days 
after hatching. They donot have the fork in the tail until three weeks. The parents continue to

 feed and protect them for a month. Young birds may beg for food for  longer, but are often ignored or chased away 
by the adults. Birds reach breeding condition in about two years.

Serenity Manmeet Singh

A place so serene, so peaceful & beautiful named Namdapha. Tucked away in the eastern edge of Arunachal Pradesh 
is home to some of the most beautiful and rare plants and animals in the world. This place in the photo was clicked at 

a place called 27 mile. The sunsets sets in really early and as the evening moves in to night, one is overawed & 
mesemerized by the beautiful and the picturesque setup of the clear skies with stars shining up bright, the moon 

glowing like sunshine. The sound from the ripples of the river are music to your years.

White-throated babbler Manoj Singh
The white-throated babbler (Argya gularis) is a species of bird in the family Leiothrichidae.

It is endemic to Burma.
This species was formerly placed in the genus Turdoides but following the publication of a comprehensive molecular 

phylogenetic study in 2018, it was moved to the resurrected genus Argya.

Black-headed Gull Vilas More

The black-headed gull is a bold and opportunistic feeder. It eats insects, fish, seeds, worms, scraps, and carrion in towns, or 
invertebrates in ploughed fields with equal relish. It is a noisy species, especially in colonies, with a familiar "kree-ar" call. Its 

scientific name means laughing gull. This species takes two years to reach maturity. First-year birds have a black terminal tail band, more 
dark areas in the wings, and, in summer, a less fully developed dark hood. Like most gulls, black-headed gulls are long-lived birds, with a 

maximum age of at least 32.9 years recorded in the wild.
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Indian Rhinoceros Manoj Singh

The Indian rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis), also called the greater one-horned rhinoceros and great Indian 
rhinoceros, is a rhinoceros  species native to the Indian subcontinent. It is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List, 

as populations are fragmented and restricted to less than 20,000 km2 (7,700 sq mi). Moreover, the extent and quality of 
the rhino's most important habitat, alluvial grassland and riverine forest,

 is considered to be in decline due to human and livestock encroachment.
 As of 2008, a total of 2,575 mature individuals were estimated to live 

in the wild.

White-eyed Buzzard Omkar Deshpande

The white-eyed buzzard (Butastur teesa) is a medium-sized hawk, distinct from the true buzzards in the genus Buteo, 
found in South Asia. Adults have a rufous tail, a distinctive white iris, and a white throat bearing a dark mesial stripe 

bordered. The head is brown and the median coverts of the upper wing are pale. They lack the typical carpal patches 
on the underside of the wings seen in true buzzards, but the entire wing lining appears dark in contrast to the flight 

feathers. They sit upright on perches for prolonged periods and soar on thermals in search of insect and small 
vertebrate prey. They are vociferous in the breeding season, and several birds may be heard calling as they soar 

together.

African Lion Vijay Mandve

The lion (Panthera leo) is a species in the family Felidae; it is a muscular, deep-chested cat with a short, rounded head, 
a reduced neck and round ears, and a hairy tuft at the end of its tail. It is sexually dimorphic; male lions have a 

prominent mane, which is the most recognisable feature of the species. With a typical head-to-body length of 184–
208 cm (72–82 in) they are larger than females at 160–184 cm (63–72 in). It is a social species, forming groups called 
prides.  A lion pride consists of a few adult males, related females and cubs. Groups of female lions usually hunt 

together, preying mostly on large ungulates. The lion is an apex and keystone predator, although some lions 
scavenge when opportunities occur, and have been 

known to hunt humans, although the species typically does not.

Malabar Giant Squirrel Vilas More

Malabar Giant Squirrel at Kabini National Park, Karnataka.
The malabar giant squirrel is an upper-canopy dwelling species, which rarely leaves the trees, and requires "tall 

profusely branched trees for the construction of nests." It travels from tree to tree with jumps of up to 6 m. When in 
danger, it often freezes or flattens itself against the tree trunk, instead of fleeing. Its main predators are the birds of 

prey and the leopard. The Giant Squirrel is mostly active in the early hours of the morning and in the evening, resting 
in the midday. They are typically solitary animals that only come together for breeding. The species is believed to play 

a substantial role in shaping the ecosystem of its habitat by engaging in seed dispersal. Diet includes fruit, flowers, 
nuts and tree bark. Some subspecies are omnivorous, also eating insects and bird eggs.
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African Cheetah Kalyan Chakraborty

The cheetah inhabits a variety of habitats. In Africa, it has been observed in dry forests, scrub forests, and savannahs.
 In prehistoric times, the cheetah was distributed throughout Asia, 

Africa, and Europe. Gradually, it vanished from Europe. Nearly 500 years
 ago, the cheetah was still common throughout Africa, though it avoided 

deserts and tropical forests. In Eurasia, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Palestine, Syria, and the Ganga and Indus river valleys 
in South Asia sheltered large numbers of cheetahs

ABUNDANCE Vikas Garg

Ngorongoro crater in Tanzania is a unique ecosystem which offers year round availability of fresh water and 
abundant prey. From a photographer's perspective, constantly changing light but limited hours of harsh lighting offer 

challenging and enjoyable conditions. Seen here is a shot in heavy weather we encountered around mid-day.

The Ngorongoro Conservation Area is a protected area and a World Heritage Site located 180 km (110 mi) west of 
Arusha in the Crater Highlands area of Tanzania. The main feature of the Ngorongoro Conservation Authority is the 
Ngorongoro Crater, the world's largest inactive, intact and unfilled volcanic caldera. The crater, which formed when a 

large volcano exploded and collapsed on itself two to three million years ago, is 610 metres (2,000 feet) deep and its 
floor covers 260 square kilometres. Estimates of the height of the original volcano range from 4,500 to 5,800 metres 
(14,800 to 19,000 feet) high. The crater floor is 1,800 metres (5,900 feet) above sea level. The crater was voted by Seven 

Natural Wonders as one of the Seven Natural Wonders of Africa in Arusha, Tanzania in February 2013. The 
Ngorongoro volcano was active from about 2.45 to 2 million years ago.

Bamboo Pit Viper Vilas More

Trimeresurus gramineus, known as the bamboo pit viper, Indian green pit viper, or common green pit viper is a 
venomous pit viper species found in the southern and north eastern parts of India. The upper parts are usually bright 

green, rarely yellowish, greyish,  or purplish brown, with or without black, brown, or reddish spots; 
usually a light, white, yellow, or red streak along the outer row of  scales; end of tail frequently yellow or red; lower 

parts green, yellow, or whitish.
It grows to a total length of 3.25 feet (0.99 m). The tail is 5.5 inches (14 cm) in length. The range of this species has been 

restricted to southern India especially widespread in a large area of Tamil Nadu. It is also very rarely seen near 
Harishchandragad and some other mountain ranges of Western Ghats (Sahyadris in Maharashtra). This snake is also 

found albeit very scarcely in the eastern region of India spanning from Odisha, Jharkhand, and West Bengal. This 
picture is taken at Matheran, Neral, Maharashtra.

 Masai Giraffe Vijay Mandve

The Masai giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis tippelskirchii), also spelled Maasai giraffe, also called Kilimanjaro giraffe, is 
the largest subspecies of giraffe. It is native to East Africa. The Masai giraffe can be found in central and southern 

Kenya and in Tanzania.
 It has distinctive, irregular, jagged, star-like blotches which extend 

to the hooves. A median forehead lump is usually present in males. Masai giraffes are considered endangered by the 
IUCN,

 and the Masai giraffe population declined 52% in recent decades due to 
poaching and habitat loss. Overall, the approximate number of all 

populations accumulate to 32,550 in the wild.
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The Dark lord Kapil Sharma
The Black panther or a Black leopard is a leopard with excess melanin secretion which is a rare mutation seen among 

leopards. Melanin is a gene responsible for dark skin coat and excess melanin secretion leads to blackening of the 
skin. Black panther is not a different species but a mutated leopard. In this case, here is an extremely rare Pseudo 

Black panther with partial melanism due to which one can easily notice the rosettes !

Drosera indica Vedwati Padwal-Birje

Drosera indica is an insectivorous plant, a sundew native to tropical countries throughout the world, from Asia to Africa, but absent from the 
neotropics. Together with Australian endemic species D. aquatica, D. aurantiaca, D. barrettorum, D. cucullata, D. finlaysoniana, D. 

fragrans, D. glabriscapa, D. hartmeyerorum, D. nana, D. serpens it makes up the section Arachnopus.
Drosera indica is an unbranched, annual herbaceous plant,

 supported by a fibrous root system and reaching a height of 5–50 cm 
(2–20 in). Leaves are narrowly linear, up to 10 cm [4 in] long with 

1–1.5 cm [0.4–0.6 in] pedicels.
 Young plants stand upright, while older ones form scrambling stems with

 only the newest growth exhibiting an upright habit. The plant can be 
yellow-green to maroon in color. Flower petals can be white, pink, 

orange, or purple.

Great Egret Hira Punjabi

The great egret feeds in shallow water or drier habitats, feeding mainly on fish, frogs, small mammals, and occasionally small reptiles and 
insects,

 spearing them with its long, sharp bill most of the time by standing 
still and allowing the prey to come within its striking distance of its 
bill, which it uses as a spear. It often waits motionless for prey, or 

slowly stalks its victim.

Killing for a Living Nirmalya 
Chakraborty

Tigress Dotty is a very dedicated mother and hunt large prey like spotted deer stag and sambar deer to feed his 
family of fast growing sub adult male. Often she stays hungry and offers any small prey she catches fully to her cubs. 

The cubs will be independent by the age of 3 and will wander away to set up their own territories. 
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THE GOLDEN TURN Vikas Garg
On the way back to our camp in Serengeti, we were driving against the setting sun. On this turn of the road, we notice 
the beautiful light but the driver insisted on driving as it was getting late. I had no choice but to take a shot from the 

moving vehicle - cant let go such a scene, can you???

African Lioness and Cubs Nihar Gawand

An adult lion is one of nature's most ferocious killing machine, they along with other pantherine big cats have evolved 
to be more muscular than their other feline relatives, With a larger and more muscular body these cats have also 

developed jaws which are propertionately strong, having a bite force around 900 psi, yet even such fine tuned killing 
machine use those same bone bresking jaws to carry around and carress their young

CAMOUFLAGE (COMMON 
ASIAN TOAD) Vikas Garg

Walking down a road in Amboli looking for macro-creatures, we found this Common Asian Toad obstructing light 
beams of our torches. Sensing danger, the toad jumped into a mud pool next to the road. We had lost it but some of 

us stayed put looking for it. After a couple of minutes, our beams hit this staring eye, We got our shot.

Duttaphrynus melanostictus is commonly called Asian common toad, Asian black-spined toad, Asian toad, black-
spectacled toad, common Sunda toad, and Javanese toad. It is probably a complex of more than one true toad 

species that is widely distributed in South and Southeast Asia. The species grows to about 20 cm (8 in) long. Asian 
common toads breed during the monsoon, and their tadpoles are black. Young toads may be seen in large numbers 

after monsoon rains finish.

African Leopard Vijay Mandve

The African leopard (Panthera pardus pardus) is the leopard nominate subspecies native to many countries in Africa. 
It is widely distributed in most of sub-Saharan Africa, but the historical range has been fragmented in the course of 

habitat conversion. Leopards have been recorded in North Africa as well. The African leopard exhibits great variation 
in coat color, depending on

 location and habitat. Coat colour varies from pale yellow to deep gold 
or tawny, and sometimes black,

 and is patterned with black rosettes while the head, lower limbs and 
belly are spotted with solid black. Male leopards are larger, averaging 
60 kg (130 lb) with 91 kg (201 lb) being the maximum weight attained by a

 male. Females weigh about 35 to 40 kg (77 to 88 lb) on average. 
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Sunset Trio Alok Katkar

The greater flamingo is the most widespread and largest of the flamingo species. They are found in parts of Africa, 
Indian Subcontinent, Middle East and southern Europe. Greater flamingos have pinkish-white plumage with the black-

tipped pink bill and pink legs. This pink coloration occurs due to the presence of carotenoid pigments in the 
organisms they feed on. Their habitat includes mudflats and shallow coastal lagoons. Greater flamingos mainly feed 
on mollusks, seeds, algae and shrimp. They are often found in large flocks and are highly vocal. The primary threats 

to greater flamingos are polluted water supplies and habitat encroachment.

African Leopard Vijay Mandve

The leopard has an exceptional ability to adapt to changes in prey 
availability, and has a very broad diet. Small prey are taken where 

large ungulates are less common. The known prey of leopards ranges from dung beetles to adult elands, which can 
reach 900 kg (2,000 lb). In sub-Saharan Africa, at least 92 prey species have been documented in leopard scat 

including rodents, birds, small and large antelopes, hyraxes and hares, and arthropods.
 They generally focus their hunting activity on locally abundant 

medium-sized ungulates in the 20 to 80 kg (44 to 176 lb) range, while 
opportunistically taking other prey. Average intervals between ungulate 

kills range from seven to 12–13 days.
Leopards often hide large kills in trees, a behavior for which great strength is required. 

Like a Thunder ! Kapil Sharma

The Bengal tiger (Panthera tigris tigris) is a tiger subspecies native to the Indian subcontinent. As per as 2019 tiger 
census, there are 2967 tigers in the wild & is considered as 'Endangered'. It ranks among the biggest wild cats alive 
today. The generally stay solo except during mating period. It is a carnivore and the apex predator of the Indian 

Jungles. They can climb trees and are the best swimmers in the cat family. They have the largest canines among all 
the big cats 

Starry Eyed Frog Esmail Samiwala

This tiny frog is found only in high elevations of the Western Ghats 
mountains of southwestern India. Only the females have the starry-eyed 

pattern. The habitat of these frogs is shrinking and it's characterized 
today as one of the most endangered species of the area.
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Black Buck, Guindy 
National Park

Ganesh 
Namasivayam

Guind National Park is located in the Chennai District of Tamil Nadu. It is the 9th smallest national park in India. Total 
area of the park is 2.82 Sq Km.The park is an extension of the grounds surrounding Raj Bhavan, formerly known as the 

‘Guindy Lodge’, the official residence of the Governor of Tamil Nadu.Guindy National park consists of various 
vegetation zones mainly tropical dry evergreen flora with over 350 species of plants including trees, shrubs, climbers, 

herbs and grasses. 
The blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra), also known as the Indian antelope, is an antelope found in India, Nepal, and 

Pakistan.The blackbuck inhabits grassy plains and slightly forested areas. 

Giant Forest Scorpion Jayant Jadhav

Heterometrus swammerdami, commonly called the giant forest scorpion, holds the record for being the world's 
largest scorpion species at 23 cm (9 in) in length, and it can weigh as much as 56 g (2.0 oz).  Its venom is not usually 

lethal to humans because it has arguably evolved to kill its prey by crushing it with its pincers and not by venom. The 
subspecies H. s. titanicus can be found in Sri Lanka and India.

THE ROYAL PURPLE 
(MUREX SNAIL) Vikas Garg

What is the connection between these snail egg capsules and the shade of purple we know at ‘royal purple’? In 
ancient Rome, a purple secretion released by Murex family of snails and their eggs was used to prepare a purple dye. 

The process involved thousands of snails and lot of labour resulting in a cost which only the royalty could afford. 
Hence, ROYAL PURPLE.

A species of murex snail are found in abundance along the Mumbai coastline. Shot at Juhu Koliwada in November 
2018.

Porcelain crab Jayant Jadhav

Porcelain crab with habitat
Porcelain crabs are decapod crustaceans in the widespread family of Porcellanidae which superficially resembles 
true crabs they have flattened bodies as an adaptation for living in Rock crevices .They are delicate readily losing 

limbs when attacked and use their large claws for maintaining territories
This particular shot from Mumbai shores behind Haji Ali on the sea rocks
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The Buddies Chetan Pardeshi
Took this shot in Kabini Forests ; Shows how each lives is dependant on each other. There is a special bond between 

Birds & Animals in Wildlife. Mainas or similar Birds sits on Deers / Buffellow's back & help them to get rid of flies & 
gadflies and simulteniously gets their food. Hence Animals easliy grant access to their body to such birds for dual 

purpose.

THE BURNING HILLS Vikas Garg

Himalayan sunsets are a sight to behold. The setting sun can turn ice-capped mountains from pristine white to yellow, 
orange, pink and even a shade or purple. Seen here are a few in shades on orange from Kumaon in Uttarakhand. 
Kumaon or Kumaun is one of the two regions and administrative divisions of the Indian state of Uttarakhand, the 

other being Garhwal. It includes the districts of Almora, Bageshwar, Champawat, Nainital, Pithoragarh, and Udham 
Singh Nagar. It is bounded on the north by Tibet, on the east by Nepal, on the south by the state of Uttar Pradesh, 

and on the west by the Garhwal region. The people of Kumaon are known as Kumaonis and speak the Kumaoni 
language.

Common Kestrel Vilas More
The common kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) is a bird of prey species belonging to the kestrel group of the falcon family 

Falconidae. Common kestrels prefer open, grassy fields and farmlands, which give them sufficient open areas to hunt. 
They can sometimes be found in forested areas and marshlands. This picture is taken at Mayureshwar WLS, Supe 

near Pune, Maharashtra.

Rain Quail Esmail Samiwala

The rain quail or black-breasted quail (Coturnix coromandelica) is a species of quail found in the Indian subcontinent, 
its range including Pakistan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia and Viet Nam. The 
rain quail lacks barring on primaries. The male has a black breast-patch and distinctive head pattern of black and 
white. The female is difficult to separate from female common quail and Japanese quail, although the spots on the 
breast are more delicate. It is 6–6.5 in (15–17 cm) and weighs roughly 2.25–2.5 oz (64–71 g). The call is a metallic chrink-
chrink, constantly repeated  mornings and evenings, and in the breeding season also during the night.It is quite 

unmistakably distinct from the call of the common grey quail. 
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Used 8 limbs for a evening 
walk Samuel Prakash

In my beach walk for the first time in my life i have seen a Octopus walking with her limps(Tentacles) on the shore and 
when it hits the water it changed her body color in to red. I was so surprised to see a Octopus outside the water for 30 
mints on a sandy shore. An octopus has 3 hearts, 9 brains, and blue blood. Two hearts pump blood to the gills, while a 

third circulates it to the rest of the body. The nervous system includes a central brain and a large ganglion at the 
base of each arm which controls movement and not a single bone in her body.

Spot Billed Duck, 
Bharatpur

Ganesh 
Namasivayam

The Indian spot-billed duck (Anas poecilorhyncha) is a large dabbling duck that is a non-migratory breeding duck 
throughout freshwater wetlands in the Indian subcontinent. The name is derived from the red spot at the base of the 

bill that is found in the mainland Indian population. 

This picture was captured in Keoladeo National Park, Bharatpur, Rajasthan. Early in the morning in a particular spot 
there were few of these ducks relatively closer to the banks and bold. Lying flat on the ground captured this , the 

water drop and the ping algae in the background adding to the beauty of the image.

Mesmerizing Illuminance  Dr. Gayatri Gambhir

This image is shot by evening at Pangong Tso, Leh ladakh. Pangong Tso, Tibetan for "high grassland lake", also 
referred to as Pangong Lake, is an endorheic lake in the Himalayas situated at a height of about 4,350 m (14,270 ft). It 

is 134 km (83 mi) long and extends from India to the Tibetan Autonomous Region, China.
 Approximately 60% of the length of the lake lies within the Tibetan 

Autonomous Region. The lake is 5 km (3.1 mi) wide at its broadest point.
 All together it covers 604 km2. During winter the lake freezes completely, despite being saline water. It is not a part of 

the Indus river basin area and geographically a separate landlocked river basin.
The lake is in the process of being identified under the Ramsar Convention as a wetland of international importance. 

This will be the first trans-boundary wetland in South Asia under the convention.

Nilgiri Laughingthrush Khushboo Jain

The Nilgiri laughingthrush (Montecincla cachinnans) is a species of laughingthrush endemic to the high elevation 
areas of the Nilgiris and adjoining hill ranges in Peninsular India. The mostly rufous underparts, olive brown 

upperparts, a prominent white eyebrow and a black throat make it unmistakable. It is easily detected by its loud series 
of nasal call notes and can be hard to spot when it is hidden away inside a patch of dense vegetation. The species 

has a confusing taxonomic history, leading to a range of names.
Photographing this bird feeding on nectar was a challenge and required lot of patience as they are very active in the 

early mornings.
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Spotted Bengal Tiger T57 
in Zone 2 Ranthambhore Jagjit Anthak

The tiger is the largest species among the Felidae and classified in the genus Panthera.They have muscular body with 
powerful forelimbs, a large head and a tail that is about half the length of its body. Its pelage is dense and heavy, and 
colouration varies between shades of orange and brown with white ventral areas and distinctive vertical black stripes 

that are unique in each individual Stripes are likely advantageous for camouflage in vegetation such as long grass 
with strong vertical patterns of light and shade. The tiger is one of only a few striped cat species; it is not known why 

spotted patterns and rosettes are the more common camouflage pattern among felids – Also Tiger is National Animal 
of India @India now has as many as 2,967 tigers in the wild, with more than half of them in Madhya Pradesh and 

Karnataka, according to the latest tigerestimation report for 2018, range for the total tiger population in the wild is 
2,603-3,346

Pelicans Sameer Sapte

The great white pelican is a huge bird—only the Dalmatian pelican is, on average, larger among pelicans. It measures 
140 to 180 cm (55 to 71 in) in length with a 28.9 to 47.1 cm (11.4 to 18.5 in) enormous pink and yellow bill, and a dull pale-
yellow gular pouch. The wingspan measures 226 to 360 cm (7.41 to 11.81 ft), the latter measurement being the highest 

among extant flying animals outside of the great albatross. The adult male measures about 175 cm (69 in) in length; it 
weighs from 9 to 15 kg (20 to 33 lb) The great White Pelicans probably find the park to be the best place to spend the 

winters. These annual visitors may be traced singly or in large groups or in small flocks on the lakes. Prior to 
swallowing food, these birds prefer to scoop out fishes in their sacks.

Wild ass in Little Rann of 
Kutch Vivek Banerjee

The Indian wild ass, once found widely over Gujrat, Rajsathan and southernPakistan and part of Afghanistan , is now 
confined to the Little Rann of Kutch in Gujrat and some parts of Great Rann of Kutch. .The coat is usually sandy, but 

varies from reddish grey, fawn, to pale chestnut. The animal possesses an erect, dark mane which runs from the back 
of the head and along the neck. 

The lesser flamingo Sandeep Nandani

The lesser flamingo (Phoenicoparrus minor),
The lesser flamingo is the smallest species of flamingo, This species feeds primarily on Spirulina, algae which grow 

only in very alkaline lakes.
the algae contain the photosynthetic pigments that give the birds their pink colour. Their deep bill is specialised for 

filtering tiny food items.
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Cicada Esmail Samiwala

The cicadas (/sɪˈkɑːdə/ or /sɪˈkeɪdə/) are a superfamily, the Cicadoidea, of insects in the order Hemiptera (true bugs). They are in 
the suborder Auchenorrhyncha, along with smaller jumping bugs such as leafhoppers and froghoppers. The superfamily is divided 
into two families, Tettigarctidae, with two species in Australia, and Cicadidae, with more than 3,000 species described from around 

the world; many species remain undescribed. Cicadas have prominent eyes set wide apart, short antennae, and  membranous front 
wings. They have an exceptionally loud song, produced in most species by the rapid buckling and unbuckling of drumlike tymbals. 

The earliest known fossil Cicadomorpha appeared in the Upper Permian period; extant species occur all around the world in 
temperate to tropical climates. They typically live in trees, feeding on watery sap from xylem tissue and laying their eggs in a slit in 
the bark. Most cicadas are cryptic. The vast majority of species are active during the day as adults, with some calling at dawn or 

dusk and only a rare few species are known to be nocturnal. The periodic cicadas spend most of their lives as underground 
nymphs, emerging only after 13 or 17 years, which may reduce losses by starving their predators and eventually emerging in huge 
numbers that overwhelm and satiate any remaining predators. The annual cicadas are species that emerge every year. Though 

these cicada have lifecycles that can vary from one to nine or more years as underground larvae, their emergence above ground 
as adults is not synchronized, so some appear every year

African Lioness Carrying 
Her Cub Nihar Gawand

Lionesses give birth to a litter of between one and four cubs in a secluded den,  which may be a thicket, a reed-bed, a 
cave, or some other sheltered area, usually away from the pride. She will often hunt alone while the cubs are still 

helpless, staying relatively close to the den. Lion cubs are born blind – their eyes open around seven days after birth. 
They weigh 1.2–2.1 kg (2.6–4.6 lb) at birth and are almost helpless, beginning to crawl a day or two after birth and 

walking around three weeks of age. To avoid a buildup of scent attracting the attention of predators, the lioness 
moves her cubs to a new den site several times a month, carrying them one-by-one by the nape of the neck.

Brown-headed Gull Suraj Chaougule

Gulls are highly adaptable feeders that opportunistically take a wide range of prey. The food taken by gulls includes fish and marine and 
freshwater invertebrates, both alive and already dead, terrestrial arthropods and invertebrates such as insects and earthworms, rodents, 

eggs, carrion, offal, reptiles, amphibians, plant items such as seeds and fruit, human refuse
 and even other birds. No gull species is a single-prey specialist, and no gull species forages using only a single method. The type of food 
depends on circumstances, and terrestrial prey such as seeds, fruit, and earthworms are more common during the breeding season while 

marine prey  is more common in the nonbreeding season when birds spend more time on large bodies of water.

Royal Bengal Tiger Nihar Gawand
A young adult male tiger resting in the shade after a heavy meal, An adult tiger can go for up to two weeks without 

eating, then gorge on 34 kg (75 lb) of flesh at one time. Their prey of choice includes large to medium sized herbivores 
like sambar deer, spotted deer, blue-bull antelope and gaur 
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African Bush Elephant Subramanian 
Shridharan

Observations of adult African bush elephant bulls in Amboseli National Park revealed that they experience a swelling 
of the temporal glands and a secretion of fluid, the musth fluid, which flows down their cheeks. They begin to dribble 

urine, 
initially as discrete drops and later in a regular stream. These manifestations of musth last from a few days to months, 

depending on the age and condition of the bull. Bulls in musth become more aggressive. They guard and mate with 
females in estrus who stay closer to bulls in musth than to non-musth bulls. Urinary testosterone increases during 

musth. Bulls begin to experience musth by the age of 24 years. Periods of musth are short and sporadic in young bulls 
up to 35 years old, lasting a few days to weeks. Older bulls are in musth for 2–5 months every year. 

Musth occurs mainly during and following the rainy season, and when females are in estrus. Bulls in musth often 
chase each other and are aggressive towards other bulls in musth. When old and high-ranking bulls in musth 

threaten and  chase young bulls in musth, the latter either leave the group or their musth ceases.

Red Munia Khushboo Jain

Strawberry finch or Red Munia or Red Avadavant colourful male in their breeding season. Have photographed the 
beautiful species during one of my trip to nilgiris in september 2018. The red avadavat is a sparrow-sized bird of the 
family Estrildidae. It is found in the open fields and grasslands of tropical Asia and is popular as a cage bird due to 

the colourful plumage of the males in their breeding season. It breeds in the Indian Subcontinent in the monsoon 
season. The species name of amandava and the common name of avadavat are derived from the city of Ahmedabad 

in Gujarat, India, from where these birds were exported into the pet trade in former times.

Greater Spotted Eagle Sumedh Chahande
The greater spotted eagle (Clanga clanga), occasionally just called the spotted eagle, is a large bird of prey. Like all typical eagles, it 

belongs to the family Accipitridae. The scientific name clanga is from Ancient Greek κλαγγή, "scream". The eagle hunts small mammals 
and similar, mainly terrestrial, prey. 

 The Great Hornbill Dhanesh N

The hornbills (Bucerotidae) are a family of bird found in tropical and subtropical Africa, Asia and Melanesia. They are 
characterized by a long, down-curved bill which is frequently brightly colored and sometimes has a casque on the 
upper mandible. Both the common English and the scientific name of the family refer to the shape of the bill, 
"buceros" being "cow horn" in Greek. Hornbills have a two-lobed kidney. They are the only birds in which the first and 
second neck vertebrae (the atlas and axis respectively) are fused together; this probably provides a more stable 
platform for carrying the bill. The family is omnivorous, feeding on fruit and small animals. They are monogamous 
breeders nesting in natural cavities in trees and sometimes cliffs. A number of species of hornbill are threatened with 
extinction, mostly insular species with small ranges.
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Nile Crocodile & Wildebeest Subramanian Sridharan

Adult Nile crocodiles, i.e. at least 3.05 m (10 ft 0 in), are apex predators. While adults can and will consume nearly all types of prey 
consumed by the younger specimens, as adult crocodiles gain bulk, they lose much of the necessary maneuverability to capture agile prey 
such as fish and are not likely to meet their dietary needs by consuming small prey and may expel unnecessary amounts of energy, so take 
them secondarily to larger mammalian prey. In Maasai Mara, Tanzania, large crocodiles congregate at river crossings utilized by migrating 

herds of Burchell's zebras and blue wildebeests (Connochaetes taurinus), picking off hundreds of these large ungulates annually.

Tiger Khushboo Jain Sub-adult tigress from ranthambore. One of the litter of the celebrity tigress T-39, boldly walks straight towards our 
vehicle on an evening drive in nov 2018.

Greater flamingos at dusk Mansi Chauhan

The word ‘flamingo’ comes from the Spanish word ‘flamenco’ meaning fire, which refers to the bright pink or orange 
colour of the feathers.The color pink comes from beta-carotene in the brine shrimp and algae that flamingos eat. Zoo 

flamingos will turn white if their diet is not supplemented with live shrimp or flamingo chow containing carotenoid 
pigments.

The feathers under their wings (flight feathers) are black. You only see them when the birds are flying.

Cheetah Chasing A 
Thomson's Gazelle Nihar Gawand

African cheetahs may achieve successful hunts running at a speed of only 64 km/h (40 mph) while hunting due to their 
exceptional ability to  accelerate, but are capable of accelerating up to 112 km/h (70 mph) on short distances of 100 m 
(330 ft). The cheetah will stalk their prey to within 100–300 m (330–980 ft); it will try to approach it as closely as possible 

while concealing itself in cover, sometimes even up to within 60 m (200 ft) of the prey. The cheetah will crouch and 
move 

slowly while stalking, occasionally becoming motionless. The chase usually lasts less than a minute; if the cheetah fails 
to make a kill quickly, it will give up. Cheetahs have an average hunting success rate of 40 to 50%
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Darter with fish catch Mukesh Mishra

Darter or snakebirds (Plotus anhinga) refers to their long thin neck, which has a snake-like appearance when they 
swim with their bodies submerged, or when mated pairs twist it during their bonding displays. Darters feed mainly on 
mid-sized fish; far more rarely, they eat other aquatic vertebrates and large invertebrates of comparable size.They 
usually breed in colonies, occasionally mixed with cormorants or herons.There are many different types of displays 

used for mating. Males display to attract females by raising their wings to wave them in an alternating fashion, 
bowing and snapping the bill, or giving twigs to potential mates.                                                        

                                                        
Indian Darter was active to catch fish and I was noticing this moment for around 30 minutes, after the wait of 30 

minutes get this beautiful shot of indian darter with fish catch.

African Lion & Cape Buffallo Dilip Shah

Lions typically consume prey at the location of the hunt but sometimes drag large prey into cover.
 They tend to squabble over kills, particularly the males. Cubs suffer 

most when food is scarce but otherwise all pride members eat their fill,
 including old and crippled lions, which can live on leftovers. Large kills are shared more widely among pride members. An adult lioness 
requires an average of about 5 kg (11 lb) of meat per day while males require about 7 kg (15 lb). Lions gorge themselves and eat up to 

30 kg (66 lb) in one session;
 if it is unable to consume all of the kill, it rests for a few hours 

before continuing to eat. On hot days, the pride retreats to shade with 
one or two males standing guard. Lions defend their kills from scavengers such as vultures and hyenas.

Tigress - (Phantom of the 
swamps) 

SHUBHANKAR DEY

As per IUCN tigers are categorised under “Endangered “ category. Of all the wild tigers mangrove tigers are the most 
elusive. Made this image in Sunderbans. .It is probably the toughest place in India to spot and shoot tigers.  There is 

hardly any visibility in the thick undergrowth where this magnificent creature residesThe forest here is absolutely 
different from any another tiger park in India.Here, there are hardly any alarm calls of deers or monkeys. There are no 
sweet waterholes where you know it might come down to drink water. At times, in the other parks patrolling officers or 
forest outskirt dwellers might inform you about the tiger or a possible kill made by the predator. Most importantly you 
enter inside the forest and have control over your vehicle. Here it’s a different ball game altogether. In short there are 
hardly any tell-tale signs of a tiger sighting. One needs to experience it to believe whatever is just mentioned above. It 

ultimately boils down to pug marks,assumptions,experience ( of good guide/mentor ) and plenty of good luck.

Ant Samruddha Patil

Ants have colonised almost every landmass on Earth. The only places lacking indigenous ants are Antarctica and a few remote or 
inhospitable islands. Ants thrive in most ecosystems and may form 15–25% of the terrestrial animal biomass.

 Their success in so many environments has been attributed to their 
social organisation and their ability to modify habitats, tap resources,

 and defend themselves. Their long co-evolution with other species has led to mimetic, commensal, parasitic, and mutualistic relationships.
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Mite infested grasshoppers 
mating Mansi Chauhan

The small red spots seen are actually grasshopper mite larvae. While the grasshopper mite adults feed on 
grasshopper eggs within the soil, the parasitic larvae are observed when they are attached to the outer surface of 

grasshopper nymphs and adults.
Research on grasshopper mites suggest that larval infestations can reduce grasshoppers’ reproductive ability. 

Furthermore, severe infestations can interfere with grasshopper mobility, making them more susceptible to predators.
Mating occurs when the male lights on the female's back and may last anywhere from 45 minutes to well over a day.

Grasshoppers existed long before dinosaurs, dating back to the early Triassic around 250 million years ago.

ATTTTEEEEENTION..!! 
(SUPERB STARLING) Vikas Garg

Superb starling strikes a marching pose at Ngorongoro.
The superb starling (Lamprotornis superbus) is a member of the starling family of birds. It was formerly known as 

Poverty Bird. This species is 18 to 19 cm (7.1 to 7.5 in) long. These small short-tailed starlings have a long narrow bill, 
robust bodies, strong feet and a distinctive plumage pattern. Adults have black heads and iridescent blue-to-green 

back, upper breast, wings, and tail. The belly is red-orange, separated from the blue breast by a white bar. The 
undertail coverts and the wing linings are white. Juveniles have duller plumage with no more than a suggestion of the 

white breast band. Their eyes are brown at first, later grayish white. The superb starling has a long and loud song 
consisting of trills and chatters. At midday it gives a softer song of repeated phrases.

Elephants at sunset Vivek Banerjee

The asian elephant is widespread in India, it usually lives in herds which is headed by a matriach . This herd was seen 
at the Dhikala grassland of Corbett tiger reserve. The Asian elephant (Elephas maximus), also called Asiatic elephant, 
is the only living species of the genus Elephas and is distributed throughout the Indian subcontinent and Southeast 
Asia, from India in the west, Nepal in the north, Sumatra in the south, and to Borneo in the east. Three subspecies are 
recognised—E. m. maximus from Sri Lanka, E. m. indicus from mainland Asia and E. m. sumatranus from the island of 

Sumatra.
The Asian elephant is the largest living land animal in Asia.

Nightjar seen in day time Vilas More
Nightjar seen in day time at Ranthambhore National Park, Rajasthan.

Nightjars are nocturnal birds and can be seen hawking for food at dusk and dawn. With pointed wings and a long 
tails their shape is similar to a kestrel or cuckoo. Their cryptic, grey-brown, mottled, streaked and barred plumage 

provides ideal camouflage in the daytime.
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Greater Flamingos at 
sunset Vilas More

Greater Flamingos at Bhigwan, Maharashtra. Greater flamingos are tall, pink bird. They have long, lean, curved necks 
and black-tipped bills with a distinctive downward bend. Their bent bills allow them to feed on small organisms—

plankton, tiny fish, fly larvae, and the like.

Green Eyed Bush Frog Esmail Samiwala

Raorchestes chlorosomma is a frog in the genus Raorchestes. The common name is the green-eyed bushfrog. Green-
eyed bushfrogs only occur in disturbed sholas, a type of high-altitude evergreen forests which are found only in the 

southern portion of the Western Ghats. This species has also been found near the secondary forest and tea and 
eucalyptus plantations after very heavy rains, from about 1 m above the ground, from thickets of Lantana or leaves of 
Eupatorium glandulosum. Like other congeners, this species breeds by direct development. The green-eyed bushfrog 
is a Critically Endangered species because both the habitat and area in which it is found are being degraded by the 
extensively used tea, eucalyptus, and wattle plantations. The area where they live is also experiencing large tourism 

industry developments which could be a potential threat to this species. Though it appears the species is adaptable, 
it is not  understood what the tolerance threshold is if the habitat is disturbed.

Sand Plovers Vilas More

Sand Plovers at Thane Creek, Kolshet, Thane, Maharashtra.
This species is strongly migratory, wintering on sandy beaches in South Asia. They are long-legged and thick-billed. 
Breeding males have grey backs and white underparts. The breast, forehead and nape are chestnut, and there is a 
black eye mask. The female is duller, and winter and juvenile birds lack the chestnut, apart from a hint of rufous on 

the head. Legs are greenish and the bill black. Its food consists of insects, crustaceans and annelid worms, which are 
obtained by a run-and-pause technique, rather than the steady probing of some other wader groups.

Grey-headed canary-
flycatcher Shashank Phadke

The grey-headed canary-flycatcher (Culicicapa ceylonensis), sometimes known as the grey-headed flycatcher, is a 
species of small flycatcher-like bird found in tropical Asia. It has a square crest, a grey hood and yellow underparts. 
They are found mainly in forested habitats where they often join other birds in mixed-species foraging flocks. Pairs 

are often seen as they forage for insects by making 
flycatcher-like sallies and calling aloud. Several subspecies are recognized within their wide distribution range. In the 
past the genus Culicicapa was considered to be an Old World flycatcher but studies have found them to belong to a 

new family designated as the Stenostiridae or fairy flycatchers that include the African genera Stenostira and Elminia. 
The grey-headed canary-flycatcher is about 12–13 cm long with a squarish grey head, a canary yellow belly and 

yellowish-green upperparts. They forage actively like flycatchers and perches in a very upright posture. The sexes are 
indistinguishable in plumage.
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Black Panther (Melanistic 
Leopard) Vilas More

Black Panther at Kabini National Park, Karnataka.
A black panther is the melanistic colour variant of leopard. Close examination of the colour of these black cats will 

show that the typical markings are still present, but are hidden by the excess black pigment melanin.

Peregrine Falcon Suraj Chougule

The Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus), also known as the Peregrine, and historically as the duck hawk in North America, is a widespread 
bird of prey (raptor) in the family Falconidae. A large, crow-sized falcon,

 it has a blue-grey back, barred white underparts, and a black head. ThePeregrine is renowned for its speed, reaching over 320 km/h (200 
mph) during its characteristic hunting stoop (high-speed dive), making it the fastest bird in the world and the fastest member of the animal 

kingdom. According to a National Geographic TV program, the highest measured speed of a peregrine falcon is 389 km/h (242 mph). As is 
typical of bird-eating raptors, peregrine falcons are sexually dimorphic, with females being considerably larger than males.

Tiger, Ranthambhore Tiger 
Reserve

Ganesh 
Namasivayam

As solitary animals, tigers (especially males) establish and maintain their own territories, the size and nature of which 
vary with the number and distribution of prey, the presence of other tigers in the area, the nature of the terrain, the 
availability of water, and individual characteristics. Spacing between individuals and maintenance of territories are 

achieved through vocalization, scrapings on the ground, claw marking of trees, fecal deposits, scent deposited by the 
rubbing of facial glands, and spraying of urine mixed with scent secreted from the anal glands. 

After a 20 hour search had the luck of sighting the famous Noor and two of her cubs in the Ranthambore National 
Park. As they were moving from one part of their territory to other, there were moments of playfulness among cubs 

and that of love. 

Chashmewale in Sync 
Oriental White-eyes Sushilkumar Patil

Oriental White-eyes. They are easily identified by the distinctive 
white eye-ring and overall yellowish upper-parts, Its called Chashmewala or Chalishiwala in Marathi. These white-eyes 
are small, very fast moving and sociable birds , forming flocks which only separate on the approach of the breeding 

season. When they travel in mixed flocks, birdwatchers refer to the groupings as ‘mixed-hunting parties’. Such a 
flocking might improve feeding efficiency or provide better protection from predators. Like some other white-eyes, 

they sometimes steal nest
material from the nests of other birds. Cases of interspecific feeding have been noted with white-eyes feeding the 

chicks of a Paradise Flycatcher.
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Macro Feeding Frenzy Vishwanath Birje
Literally no biological component no matter how small goes to waste in the natural world, Even creatures as small as this ant will be 
devoured first by smaller insects like smaller species of Ants and small spiders and while thes rest of the reamins of the Chitenous 

exoskeleton will be broken down y microbes

Call of the rains Suraj Nikte

The rain quail or black-breasted quail is a species of quail found in the Indian subcontinent. Conservation Status for 
the bird is 'Least Concerned' population is in safe zone. The rain quail feeds on seeds of grasses and other plants, 

insect larvae and small invertebrates. Breeding takes place between March and October, but chiefly after the start of 
the southwesterly monsoon season in June. 

This photograph is taken at Pune where the bird is found in abundance. Having said that, photographying the bird is 
not so easy being a very shy bird. Photographed in August we found this male looking out for a mate with it's sweet 

chuik-chuik call. Wild flowers of the monsoon were complimenting the situation! 

Rat snakes territorial fight Vilas More

"Dance for Power" Rat snakes territorial fight, Gir National Park, Gujarat.
Males fight for dominance to mark their territory and win the right to mate with a female. These battles can last up to 
an hour until the victor subdues his rival and proves his worth. Although they can defend their territories aggressively 

and move quickly, most species of rat snakes are nonvenomous and they are generally considered harmless to 
humans. This technique of twisting their bodies around one other like in a braid pattern, while attempting to display 

dominance by pinning their opponent to the ground is known as “plaiting combat,” according to National Geographic.

Shikra Paresh Sarode

The shikra (Accipiter badius) is a small bird of prey in the family Accipitridae found widely distributed in Asia and 
Africa where it is also called the little banded goshawk. The African forms may represent a separate species but have 

usually 
been considered as subspecies of the shikra. The shikra is very similar 

in appearance to other sparrowhawk species including the Chinese goshawk and Eurasian sparrowhawk. They have a 
sharp two note call and have the typical flap and glide flight. Their calls are imitated by drongos and the common 

hawk-cuckoo resembles it in plumage. The shikra is a small raptor (26–30 cm long) and like most other Accipiter hawks, 
this species has short rounded wings and a narrow and somewhat long tail. Adults are whitish on the underside with 

fine rufous bars 
while the upperparts are grey. The lower belly is less barred and the thighs are whitish. Males have a red iris while the 

females have a less red (yellowish orange) iris and brownish upperparts apart from heavier barring on the 
underparts. The females are slightly larger. The mesial stripe on the throat is dark but narrow. In flight the male seen 

from below shows a light wing lining (underwing coverts) and has blackish wing tips. 
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Black buck male (Graceful) SHUBHANKAR DEY
The blackbuck also known as the Indian antelope. The blackbuck inhabits grassy plains and slightly forested areas. 

The blackbuck numbers have declined sharply due to excessive hunting, deforestation and habitat degradation. 
Made this image on a safari in Talchappar Wildlife Sanctuary.Talchappar is often referred as the golden grasslands. 

It’s a delight to see this animal. Wanted to show this beautiful animal in its natural habitat.

Salticidae Jumping Spider Sundeep Kancherla

Jumping spiders are a group of spiders that constitute the family Salticidae. As of 2019, this family contained over 600 
described genera and over 6000 described species, making it the largest family of spiders at 13% of all species. 

Jumping spiders have some of the best vision among arthropods
 and use it in courtship, hunting, and navigation. Although they 

normally move unobtrusively and fairly slowly, most species are capable 
of very agile jumps, notably when hunting, but sometimes in response to 

sudden threats or crossing long gaps. Both their book lungs and tracheal system are well-developed, and they use 
both systems (bimodal breathing). Jumping spiders are generally recognized by their eye pattern. All jumping spiders 

have four pairs of eyes, with the anterior median pair being particularly large.


